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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  First  Baptist  Sunday- 
school,  Raleigh,  N.  C: 

Dear  Friends:  Another  year,  with  its  solemn,  silent 
tread,  its  unalterable  record  of  joys  and  sorrows,  happiness 
and  heart-aches,  hopes  destroyed  and  hopes  realized,  good 
deeds  and  wasted  opportunities,  has  gone  from  us  forever !  In 
the  midst  of  our  planning  and  organizing  for  future  work,  it 
is  well  for  us  to  pause  for  a  few  moments  aud  give  to  the 
Master  an  account  of  our  stewardships.  We  have  been 
entrusted  with  the  Sunday-school,  one  of  the  most  important 
and  powerful  instruments  in  all  the  Saviour's  earthly  kingdom 
towards  the  furtherance  of  His  Gospel  and  the  building  up  of 
His  cause  on  earth.  Our  Sunday-school  privileges  are  great 
in  their  opportunities,  grand  in  their  conceptions  and  gigantic 
in  their  possibilities.  As  scholars,  we  have  enjoyed  rare  and 
blessed  opportunities  for  improvement  in  the  study  of  God's 
precious  Word;  as  teachers,  we  have  stood  at  the  doors  of 
young  hearts,  thus  having  unlimited  occasions  for  planting  the 
glorious  seeds  of  immortal  life;  as  officers,  the  Master  has 
commissioned  us  to  lead  his  soldiers  to  battle  with  the  great 
enemy  and  to  enlist  other  recruits  in  the  Christian  army. 
Have  we  all  been  faithful  in  our  service  of  the  King?  Have^ 
we  gone  boldly  against  the  hosts  of  Satan,  not  neglecting  a 
single  opportunity  of  striking  a  blow  for  our  great  Captain? 
Or  have  we  been  idle,  indifferent,  asleep  or  discouraged,  thus 
letting  His  sacred  banner  of  eternal  glory  fall  from  our  hands 
and  trail  ignominiously  in  the  dust?  The  future  alone  can 
give  to  each  heart  an  answer  to  these  questions. 
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Now,  as  we  review  the  affairs  of  our  school  let  us  offer  sin- 
cere and  grateful  thanks  to  our  Father  for  the  many  blessings 
which  He  has  given  to  us  during  the  year,  not  forgetting  to 
implore  His  patience  with  our  weakness  and  His  forgiveness 
for  our  unfaithfulness. 

OUR  MEMBERSHIP  AND  ATTENDANCE. 

Many  new  scholars  have  been  added  to  our  roll  during  the 
term,  and  we  have  been  specially  gratified  at  the  growth  of 
our  Primary  and  Intermediate  Departments,  as  in  these  grades 
are  formed  the  first  impressions  for  future  usefulness  in  the 
general  work  of  the  School  and  Church.  After  taking  from 
our  roll  the  names  of  those  who  have  chauged  residence  or 
affiliated  with  other  churches  and  schools,  we  have  a  present 
membership  of  about  500.  The  average  attendance  has  been 
about  300,  and  this  is  very  satisfactory  when  we  remember 
that  many  of  our  pupils  reside  at  considerable  distances  from 
the  church.  Besides,  several  times  during  the  year  we  have 
had  in  the  city  some  slight  epidemics  of  children's  diseases, 
and  these  always  have  a  tendency  towards  keeping  many  of 
the  little  ones  at  home.  The  average  attendance  has  been 
carefully  made  up  from  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  each 
Sunday  morning.  Our  efficient  Secretary,  Bro.  J.  D.  Joyner, 
has  given  the  greatest  attention  and  care  to  all  the  details  of 
his  official  work,  and  he  has  inaugurated  a  system  of  weekly 
class  reports  which  secures  absolute  accuracy  as  to  attendance, 
this  being  a  great  improvement  upon  former  methods  of 
"  guess  work  "  calculation  as  to  the  membership  of  the  School 
and  the  number  present  each  Sunday  morning.  We  have  been 
greatly  pleased  and  gratified  at  the  large  number  of  strangers 
who  have  visited  the  School  during  the  year.  Visitors  have 
been  present  at  nearly  every  session  of  the  School  and  the  num- 
ber has  reached  the  surprising  aggregate  of  620  !  Our  officers 
and  teachers  have  been  unusually  regular  in  their  attendance, 
many  of  them  being  present  at  every  session  of  the  School,  and 
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none  of  them  have  been  absent  except  on  account  of  sickness, 
absence  from  the  city,  or  some  other  unavoidable  cause.  We 
have  greatly  appreciated  their  regularity  of  attendance  and  the 
work  has  been  thereby  materially  aided  and  strengthened. 

CHURCH  MEMBERSHIP  IN  THE  SCHOOL. 

On  the  roll  of  our  Church  there  are  560  names.  Of  this 
number  175  reside  out  of  the  city;  and  of  those  who  live 
within  easy  distance  of  the  Church  155  are  physically  unable 
by  advanced  age  and  other  causes  to  attend  regularly  any  of 
the  public  services  of  the  Church.  About  50  of  this  latter 
number  never  hear  a  sermon  from  the  pastor,  and  the  remain- 
ing ones  are  rarely  seen  in  the  Church,  therefore  we  can 
scarcely  expect  them  to  become  members  of  the  Sunday-school. 
We  have,  therefore,  an  active  membership  of  about  230,  and 
of  this  number  148  are  regularly  at  work  in  the  Sunday- 
school,  leaving  but  82  of  our  active  members  not  attending 
the  School.  We  feel  that  this  proportion  of  our  Church  mem- 
bership engaged  in  the  Sunday-school  work  is  large,  and  is  as 
favorable  as  is  to  be  found  in  any  other  church  similarly  situ- 
ated. We  are  not  satisfied  with  this,  however,  but  would  like 
exceedingly  to  have  every  member  of  the  Church  meeting  here 
with  us  each  Sunday  morning  in  the  study  and  teaching  of 
God's  holy  Word,  and  we  would  kindly  urge  a  special 
effort  toward  making  a  great  Sunday  Bible  School  of  our 
entire  Church  membership. 

OUR  PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT. 

No  one  can  enter  the  room  on  Sunday  morning  where  our 
two  hundred  little  children,  from  three  to  ten  years  of  age, 
are  sitting  happily  before  their  kind  and  faithful  teachers, 
brother  and  sister  W.  H.  Dodd,  without  a  heart  full  of  keen- 
est realization  of  the  paramount  importance  of  the  most  thor- 
ough and  careful  organization  of  this  department  of  our  Sun- 
day-school work.    During  the  past  year  I  have  enjoyed  the 
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privilege  of  spending  more  time  than  usual  in  this  attractive 
place,  and  at  every  visit  I  have  been  filled  with  the  highest 
admiration  at  the  patience,  perseverance,  earnestness,  affection 
and  truth  exhibited  in  all  the  instruction  given  to  these  little 
ones  by  their  teachers.  A  profound  reverence  for  the  precious 
Word  of  God  and  a  knowledge  of  the  great  fundamental  doc- 
trines of  the  Gospel  are  here  planted  in  these  young  hearts, 
grain  by  grain,  with  the  utmost  care,  and  the  ready  and  correct 
answers  given  by  these  children  on  public  occasions  attest  the 
wonderful  success  of  the  training  which  they  have  received. 
Nearly  fifty  new  scholars  have  been  added  to  this  department 
during  the  year  and  the  class  has  now  almost  outgrown  its 
cosy  quarters.  We  hope  at  an  early  clay  to  remodel  and 
enlarge  the  Infant  Class-room,  as  additional  seating  capacity 
will  soon  become  absolutely  necessary.  We  are  greatly 
rejoiced  that  not  a  single  death  has  occurred  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Primary  class  within  two  years,  and  for  this  spe- 
cial mercy  and  protection  from  the  Master  we  are  profoundly 
thankful. 

OUR    INTERMEDIATE  ^DEPARTMENT. 

Of  equal  importance  to  that  of  our  Primary  Class  is  the 
Intermediate  Department  of  our  School.  The  annual  graduates 
from  the  Primary  Class  are  received  by  Bro.  T.  H.  Briggs,  Jr. 
and  his  wife,  who  continue  the  same  valuable  and  careful 
teaching  which  the  little  people  have  been  under  since  their 
first  admission  to  the  School.  We  have  a  quiet  and  comfort- 
able room  prepared  expressly  for  the  Intermediate  Class,  where 
the  pupils  can  give  their  undivided  attention  to  the  admirable 
instruction  which  is  given  to  them  each  Sunday.  The  training 
is,  of  course,  a  grade  higher  than  that  of  the  Primary  Class, 
and  it  is  specially  designed  for  fitting  the  pupils  for  the  still 
more  advanced  work  of  the  main  school.  The  earnest  labors 
of  these  two  devoted.  Christians  who  have  charge  of  this 
department  have  been  eminently  successful,  as  in  our  seasons 
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of  revival  nearly  all  the  former  members  of  their  class  who 
have  come  into  the  main  school  quickly  and  freely  accept  the 
Saviour  about  whom  they  have  been  so  faithfully  taught. 

OUR  FINANCES. 

The  report  of  our  Treasurer,  Bro.  E.  P.  Maynard,  shows 
that  our  contributions  during  the  year  have  been  very  liberal, 
the  various  collections  aggregating  the  sum  of  S570.85.  Quite 
a  large  portion  of  this  amount  has  been  expended  in  the 
general  work  of  extending  and  multiplying  Baptist  Sun- 
day-schools, while  only  about  half  has  been  used  in  defray- 
ing the  incidental  expenses  of  the  School.  We  are  much  grat- 
ified at  this,  because  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  great  Sunday- 
school  idea  of  Missions.  In  addition  to  the  sum  reported  by 
Bro.  Maynard,  our  collections  for  city  missions  will  reach  more 
than  S600.00,  the  amount  aggregating  more  than  SI, 200  con- 
tributed by  the  School  during  the  year. 

MISSIONS. 

The  School  has  taken  a  special  interest  in  extending  the  Gos- 
pel during  the  past  year,  as  taught  by  our  pure  Baptist  prin- 
ciples. Begular  contributions  have  been  made  on  each  second 
Sunday  for  this  special  object,  and  from  these  collections  has 
been  raised  the  sum  of  So-i.OO  and  the  amount  was  .divided 
equally  between  the  State  Mission  and  the  Sunday-school 
Boards.  We  instituted  this  plan  of  regular  and  systematic  col- 
lections for  these  objects  two  years  ago  and  thus  our  School 
has  been  in  hearty  and  liberal  co-operation  with  the  Mission 
and  Sunday-school  Boards  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention, 
and  in  this  full  and  practical  co-operation  we  are  the  leaders 
of  the  State,  and  we  believe  that  our  Sunday-school  is  the 
only  one  which  is  now,  or  ever  has  been,  making  regular  and 
stated  contributions  for  these  two  most  important  boards  of 
our  Convention.  In  addition  to  the  sum  above  mentioned,  we 
raised,  on  a  Sunday  morning  in  December,  Si 07.40  for  aiding 
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the  erection  of  a  Children's  Mission  on  Vallence  street  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans.  We  have  been  engaged  in  another  work 
nearer  home,  in  which  we  have  taken  special  delight,  feeling 
that  the  Baptist  cause  in  this  city  has  been  specially  blessed 
by  the  labor.  This  was  a  Mission  established  by  our  Church 
and  Sunday-school  in,  the  southern  suburbs  of  this  city,  on 
Fayetteville  street,  just  below  the  Graded  School.  The  inter- 
est was  first  created  there  by  our  School  about  three  years  ago 
by  means  of  an  afternoon  Sunday-school  held  in  one  of  the 
rooms  of  the  Graded  School  during  the  summer  vacation.  The 
enterprise  was  reluctantly  abandoned  in  the  fall  for  lack  of  a 
room  for  holding  the  exercises.  During  the  past  summer  the 
interest  was  revived  by  meetings  held  at  private  houses  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  our  School  and  Church  becoming  greatly 
interested  in  the  work,  undertook  the  building  of  a  chapel. 
A  small  and  desirable  building  lot  was  purchased  from  the 
State  at  a  cost  of  $50.00,  and,  through  the  special  and  untiring 
efforts  of  Bro.  John  T.  Pullen,  one  of  our  Assistant  Superin- 
tendents, a  neat  but  very  comfortable  house  was  soon  erected. 
The  Mission  Sunday-school  was  regularly  organized,  in  June,  by 
exercises-  conducted  by  our  pastor,  Bro.  Skinner,  and  Bro. 
Pullen  was  unanimously  chosen  Superintendent  of  the  new 
school,  which  enrolled  about  fifty  members  on  the  first  day, 
including  four  of  the  most  faithful  teachers  from  our  School. 
Bro.  Pullen  has  given  his  greatest  energies  to  this  work,  mak- 
ing many  sacrifices  for  the  Master  and  His  cause.  Through 
his  labors,  assisted  by  several  other  noble  workers,  the  little 
Mission  has  continued  in  interest  and  in  membership  with  the 
Father's  blessing  constantly  resting  upon  it,  and  on  Decem- 
ber 28th  the  Mission  became  a  regularly  organized  Baptist 
Church,  embracing  four  members  from  our  Church  and  six 
from  the  Second  Church.  Let  us  take  fresh  courage  from  the 
successes  of  the  past  year  and  go  forward  to  the  accomplishment 
of  much  greater  things  for  the  Master  during  the  coming  year, 
and  He  will  abundantly  bless  every  one  whose  heart  is  in  the 
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work.  Our  contributions  to  the  City  Mission  amounted  to 
about  $500.00,  and  the  aggregate  collections  for  Sunday- 
schools  and  Missions  during  the  year  are  about  $660.00. 

OUR  LIBRARY. 

Our  Sunday-school  library  has  always  been  of  a  standard 
and  miscellaneous  character,  and  for  this  reason  objections 
have  been  made  to  it,  therefore,  early  in  the  year  the  Sunday- 
school  appointed  a  special  committee,  consisting  of  brethren  T. 
H.  Briggs,  Jr.,  J.  C.  Marcom  and  Jordan  Womble,  Jr.,  for 
the  purpose  of  reorganizing  the  Library.  This  committee 
deemed  it  advisable  to  remove  from  the  Library  every  book 
that  was  not  of  a  strictly  religious  character.  The  revision  so 
reduced  the  number  of  our  books  for  Sunday  circulation  that 
the  Library  became  practically  useless  until  replenished.  Owing 
to  the  large  increase  of  our  contributions  for  missions  and 
other  objects,  we  did  not  think  it  well  to  undertake  the  resto- 
ration of  the  Library  at  present,  therefore,  it  has  been  closed 
during  the  entire  year,  but  we  propose  soon  to  have  it  re-opened, 
with  greatly  increased  value  and  importance,  and  we  also  hope 
during  the  coming  year  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  good  miscel- 
laneous library,  in  the  rear  of  the  school-room,  for  special 
week-day  use. 

OUR  SPECIAL  SERVICES. 

Service  of  Song:    On  nearly  every  Sunday  afternoon,  when 

the  weather  was  not  too  inclement,  we  have  held  in  the 

Sunday-school  room  a  most  enjoyable  Singing  Service.  These 

exercises  have  been  well  attended  by  the  young  people  of  the 

Sunday-School  and  also  by  a  good  number  of  visitors,  and  all 

seemed  to  enter  into  the  service  with  considerable  spirit.  By 

this  means  three  very  desirable  points  have  been  gained : — 

first,  the  frequent  singing  of  our  beautiful  hymns  has  caused 

many  of  them  to  be  memorized ;  second,  all  the  pupils  have 

become  more  familiar  with  the  high  Christian  sentiment  and 

teachings  of  the  songs  we  sing ;  third,  the  voices  of  our  young 
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people  have  been  considerably  improved  by  practice  at  these 
exercises,  thus  adding  very  materially  to  the  character,  value 
and  effectiveness  of  our  Sunday-school  singing.  These  services 
of  song  have  been  led  by  our  efficient  and  faithful  Organist, 
sister  Annie  B.  Timberlake,  and  our  excellent  Chorister, 
brother  Charlie  W.  Newcomb,  to  whose  constant  and  success- 
ful efforts  in  improving  our  Sunday-school  music,  we  shall  be 
ever  grateful. 

Annual  Reunion:  On  the  first  Sunday  in  September,  as 
most  of  the  members  of  our  School  who  had  been  away  dur- 
ing the  summer  were  returning,  and  as  our  pastor  was  then 
again  entering  upon  his  duties  after  his  summer  vacation,  we 
deemed  that  it  would  be  well  to  hold  some  services  specially 
appropriate  to  these  circumstances  and  looking  to  the  re-or- 
ganization of  our  forces  for  the  fall  and  winter  work.  An 
attractive  programme  was  arranged,  consisting  of  an  address 
by  the  pastor,  followed  by  songs,  duetts  and  recitations  by 
scholars  of  the  main  school,  also  some  interesting  exercises  by 
the  Primary  Class.  The  occasion  was  a  most  delightful  one,  a 
very  large  congregation  filled  the  house,  and  we  feel  that  our 
Church  became  more  interested  in  the  work  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  After  a  "  Missionary  Speech  "  by  Sherwood  Higgs,  a 
collection  realized  about  $18,  which  amount  was  appropria- 
ted to  our  Fayetteville  Street  Mission. 

Prayer  and  Praise  Meeting:  These  exercises  were  held  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  November  14th,  during  the  session  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convention  with  our  Church,  and  were  intended 
to  welcome  the  Convention  to  our  Sunday-school  and  to  intro- 
duce to  them  some  of  the  special  features  of  our  work.  In 
connection  with  the  exercises  by  our  School,  there  were  a  num- 
ber of  short  entertaining  talks  by  the  President  and  other 
leading  members  of  the  Convention.  The  services  were 
largely  attended  and  greatly  enjoyed  by  every  one  pres- 
ent. 
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Holiday  Festivities:  An  entirely  new  plan  was  adopted  for 
the  financial  management  of  our  holiday  celebrations  for  this 
season,  and  the  experiment  was  entirely  satisfactory,  even 
beyond  our  expectations.  We  have,  in  all  the  previous  years, 
been  making  a  special  collection  from  the  members  of  the 
Church  and  School  for  meeting  the  expenses  of  our  Christmas 
entertainment,  and  the  burden  of  the  contributions  has  been 
generally  bourn  by  a  few  persons.  Feeling  that  this  expense 
should  be  more  evenly  distributed  throughout  the  member- 
ship of  our  Church  and  School,  the  scholars  provided  a  beauti- 
ful Christmas  Cantata,  entitled  "  Visit  of  St.  Nicholas  to  the 
School,'7  and  it  was  publicly  rendered  at  Metropolitan  Hall 
on  Monday  night,  December  22d,  as  a  part  of  our  Christmas 
exercises.  Every  member  of  the  School  was  admitted  free  to 
the  performance,  but  a  small  fee  was  required  of  all  other 
persons.  Notwithstanding  the  exceeding  inclemency  of  the 
weather,  the  hall  was  filled  with  a  happy  audience,  who  keenly 
relished  the  delightful  and  sparkling  music  of  the  Cantata, 
which  was  so  finely  rendered  by  the  young  ladies  and  gentle- 
men. During  the  evening  our  "Dear  old  Friend,  so  Faith- 
ful," St.  Nicholas,  arrived  in  jolly  style,  being  sweetly  wel- 
comed in  a  beautiful  and  appropriate  song  by  little  Maggie 
Moring,  a  five-year  old  member  of  our  Primary  Class,  whose 
marvelously  musical  voice  surprised  everybody  and  won  heart- 
iest and  prolonged  applause.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  Can- 
tata, St.  Nicholas  distributed  to  the  School,  in  neat  Christmas 
boxes,  about  three  hundred  pounds  of  confections.  The 
whole  expense  of  the  celebration,  including  the  gifts  to  the 
School  was,  met  by  the  admission  fees,  and  every  person  pres- 
ent was  highly  pleased  and  gratified  at  the  perfect  success  of 
the  entertainment.  The  musical  part  of  our  programme  was 
under  the  entire  management  of  sister  W.  W.  Vass,  our  Church 
Organist.  To  her  rare  skill  and  untiring  patience  was  our 
success  largely  due,  and  our  sincerest  thanks  are  tendered  to 
her  for  the  invaluable  aid  which  she  rendered.    To  the 


12 


admirable  taste  of  Mrs.  Robert  Lewis  and  Mrs.  R.  H.  Brooks, 
and  their  constant  work,  we  are  indebted  for  the  beauty  and 
attractiveness  of  our  costumes  and  stage  arrangements. 

Our  entertainment  was  so  well  received  by  those  who 
attended  that  a  great  number  of  requests  were  made  for  a  repe- 
tition, and  all  the  participants  having  consented,  a  second  per- 
formance was  given  on  Wednesday,  the  last  night  of  the  old 
year,  in  aid  of  the  poorer  members  of  the  Sunday-school. 

Several  new  features  were  added  to  the  Cantata  with  special 
appropriateness  to  the  New  Year,  and  although  the  night 
was  again  very  inclement  a  larger  and  more  enthusiastic  audi- 
ence was  present  than  on  the  former  occasion.  The  beautiful 
performance  was  unanimously  conceded  to  be  a  grander  suc- 
cess than  before,  and  about  $60  were  realized  for  the  purchase 
of  clothing  for  the  needy  children  of  the  Sunday-school,  after 
deducting  some  small  expenses.  Thus  our  Christmas  cele- 
brations were  full  of  the  greatest  enjoyment  for  all,  while  at 
the  same  time  the  true  spirit  of  the  happy  season  was  kept  in 
mind  by  a  willing  and  liberal  remembrance  of  the  poor  whom 
we  "always  have  with  us." 

GATHERED  JEWELS. 

The  Master  has,  during  the  past  year,  given  special  protec- 
tion to  the  Primary  and  Intermediate  Classes  of  our  School, 
and  Death  has  been  forbidden  a  single  entrance  into  those 
departments,  and  surely  we  will  lift  our  hearts  in  sincerest 
thankfulness  for  the  Shepherd's  tender  care  of  the  "Lambs 
of  the  Fold." 

In  the  main  school,  however,  we  have  been  twice  saddened 
by  the  startling  summons  from  the  other  shore,  each  time 
calling  from  us  a  faithful  and  beloved  member  of  the  School. 
In  the  early  spring  our  dear  aged  brother,  N.  S.  Harp,  who 
for  many  years  has  been  seen  on  nearly  every  Sunday  morn- 
ing sitting  among  the  brethren  of  the  Visitors'  Class,  atten- 
tively engaged  in  studying  the  precious  truths  of  the  Bible 
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and  the  ever  new  story  of  the  redemption,  was  granted  a  joy- 
ous entrance  into  the  glorious  presence  of  the  Saviour  whom 
he  had  so  long  loved  and  so  faithfully  served.  As  we  now 
drop  tears  to  his  memory  our  hearts  assure  us  that  he  has 
"put  on  the  shoes"  of  a  glorified  faith,  and  is  triumphantly 
"walking  the  streets  of  the  New  Jerusalem." 

The  next  visit  from  this  unwelcome  guest  was  made  in  the 
closing  days  of  the  summer.  This  summon  was  attended  by 
circumstances  of  unusual  sadness,  and  as  little  Ida  Steven- 
son, a  sweet  and  amiable  girl  of  eleven  summers,  entered  the 
dark  and  gloomy  waters  of  the  river,  all  hearts  were  filled  with 
anguish  while  many  a  fervent  prayer  was  breathed  that  the 
Saviour  would  take  her  hand  and  gently  lead  her  into  the 
celestial  light  of  the  eternity  beyond.  The  deeply  smitten 
parents  have  the  tenderest  sympathies  of  every  member  of 
this  School,  and  we  wTould  affectionately  urge  them  to  go  often, 
with  a  strong  and  trusting  faith,  to  the  great  and  only  real 
source  of  comfort,  the  merciful  arms  of  "Him  who  doeth  all 
things  well,"  and  who  can  bring  father,  mother  and  child  into 
a  sweet  reunion  of  perpetual  happiness. 

"Oh,  there  are  love  links  so  united, 

Death  himself  cannot  dessever; 
There  are  true  hearts,  bleeding,  blighted, 

Tiiat  will  beat  to  love  forever. 
There  are  brilliant  hopes  that  perished, 

Beaming  brighter  than  before, 
There  are  those  we've  missed  and  cherished 

Waiting  on  the  other  shore." 

CONCLUSION. 

In  concluding  this  annual  report  I  most  cheerfully  return 
my  hearty  thanks  to  each  member  of  the  School  and  to 
Bro.  Skinner,  our  pastor,  for  the  very  kind  assistance  and 
co-operation  which  he  has  given  to  me  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  of  the  school  during  this  year.  And  I 
sincerely  thank  my  brother  officers  for  their  invaluable  aid  in 
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conducting  the  affairs  of  the  sessions  and  for  their  generous 
support  at  all  times.  I  specially  thank  you  for  your  consider- 
ate forbearance  with  me  in  many  short-comings,  particularly 
in  the  earlier  part  of  this,  to  me,  memorable  year.  From  the 
New  Year  far  into  the  spring  my  efforts  at  serving  you  were 
greatly  weakened  by  the  constant  presence  in  my  mind  of  a 
terrible  domestic  picture,  portraying  the  -gradual,  but  sure 
wasting  away  of  a  life  companion,  about  whom  were  centered 
the  dearest  and  tenderest  of  earthly  ties.  These  sad  forebod- 
ings culminated,  by  the  Master's  summons,  in  the  closing  days 
of  April,  and  since  then  I  have  endeavored  to  bury  sorrow 
and  give  myself  more  wholly  to  the  service  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  but  I  fully  realize  how  signally  I  have  failed  in  both 
these  efforts.  I  sincerely  appreciate  your  tender  sympathies 
in  the  former  direction,  also  your  very  kind  leniency  and  for- 
bearance in  the  latter. 

You  have  again  conferred  upon  me  by  an  almost  unani- 
mous vote  the  honor  of  being  your  choice  as  Superintendent 
for  another  year.  I  had  hoped  that  your  selection  would 
have  been  in  favor  of  some  other  member  of  the  School,  who 
could  give  you  more  faithful  service.  In  accepting,  with 
reluctance,  the  responsible  position  again,  let  me  thank  you  for 
the  trust  imposed  in  me,  and  I  take  the  helm  feeling  that  the 
very  large  vote  which  you  have  given  to  me  is  an  assurance 
of  your  hearty  co-operation  in  all  the  work  of  the  School  dur- 
ing the  coming  year.  This  union  of  labor  is  the  only  guar- 
antee of  future  success,  and  in  that  united  effort  alone  can  we 
ask  or  expect  the  Master's  blessing  upon  our  labors. 

Let  us  now,  dear  friends  and  co-workers,  when  entering 
another  year's  w7ork,  lay  aside  all  thought  of  the  past,  with  its 
mistakes  and  omissions,  for  these  things  now  belong  to  us  no 
more,  therefore  let  us  turn  gladly  and  earnestly  to  the  work 
of  the  New  Year  with  a  greater  zeal  and  faithfulness  than 
ever  before.  There  is  much  for  us  to  do  and  but  little  time 
for  its  accomplishment.    Our  lives  are  exceedingly  short  and 
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we  must  make  every  moment  of  the  time  tell  for  eternity. 
The  Sunday-school  is  a  blessed  place  for  our  best  work  to  be 
given ;  let  us,  then,  lose  no  precious  time  in  fretting  about 
little  things  which  may  not  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  us.  If 
any  officer  of  the  School  or  any  plans  of  management  are  not 
exactly  as  we  would  have  them  to  be,  it  is  of  small  conse- 
quence in  the  great  battle  which  the  King  has  called  us  into 
against  the  black  battalions  of  Satan,  and  they  should  not  in 
any  way  effect  our  zeal.  Surely  the  Sunday-school  cause  is 
satisfactory  to  all  of  us ;  the  Bible  which  we  study  and  teach 
is  satisfactory  to  all ;  the  precious  Saviour  whom  we  are  try- 
ing to  serve  is  satisfactory  to  all,  and  indeed  the  beautiful 
Heaven  which  we  are  trying  to  gain  will  be  satisfactory  to 
all :  we  can  then  certainly  stand  firmly  and  together  upon  these 
solid  foundations  and  give  a  grand  and  united  effort  for  our 
Church,  our  Sunday-school  and  the  salvation  of  souls. 

With  an  earnest  prayer  that  God  will  grant  to  each  one  of 
us  a  heart  overflowing  with  pure  Christian  love  for  one 
another  and  for  His  cause,  that  the  New  Year  may  be  full  of 
peace,  happiness  and  prosperity  for  each  one,  and  that  a  glo- 
rious work  may  be  accomplished,  "let  us  not  be  weary  in 
well  doing." 

Very  truly  yours, 

EUGENE  G.  HARRELL, 

Superintendent 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  December  31,  1884. 


SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


Bro.  E.  G.  Ilarrell,  Superintendent: 

Since  my  last  annual  report  there  has  been  no  material 
change  to  note  in  the  statistics  of  the  School.  We  have  now 
enrolled  thirty-six  officers  and  teachers,  and  four  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  scholars;  with  an  average  attendance  of  about 
three  hundred.  The  attendance  has  been  very  uniform,  vary- 
ing but  little  except  in  bad  weather;  yet  there  are  some  schol- 
ars who  have  not  been  very  regular,  but  could  probably  be 
made  so  if  looked  after  by  the  individual  teacher.  The  lar- 
gest attendance  on  any  one  Sunday  was  three  hundred 
and  fifty-two  (February  10th),  and  the  smallest  one  hundred 
and  nine  (December  14th). 

The  teachers,  as  a  rule,  have  been  regular  and  prompt 
in  attendance,  but  I  think  an  improvement  could  be  made  in 
one  particular,  and  hence  I  beg  to  renew  the  suggestion  made 
in  my  last  annual  report,  "  That  teachers  will  make  it  a  mat- 
ter of  principle  to  provide  substitutes  for  their  classes  when 
they  find  it  impossible  to  be  present.''  By  so  doing  they  will 
relieve  the  Superintendent  of  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  trou- 
ble, the  other  teachers  and  classes  of  no  little  annoyance  and 
confusion,  and  at  the  same  time  show  an  interest  in  their  own 
classes,  which  could  but  prove  highly  beneficial  in  gaining  the 
affection  and  confidence  of  the  scholars. 

We  have  taken  during  the  past  year,  for  the  use  of  the 
School,  the  following  lesson  helps  : 


Baptist  Teacher   20  copies. 

Senior  Quarterly   45  " 

Advanced  Quarterly   110  " 

Intermediate  Quarterly  :   110  " 

Primary  Quarterly   30  " 

Weekly  Kind  Words   225  " 

Our  Little  Ones   100  " 

Child's  Gem   35  " 


Total   675 
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Out  of  this  number  we  have  been  supplying  the  Mission 
School,  which  is  now  the  "Fayetteville  Street"  or  "Third  Baptist 
Church."  W e  have  used,  for  many  years,  the  International 
Lessons  in  all  the  departments  of  the  School.  Our  entire 
supply  of  lesson  helps,  except  "  Kind  Words "  and  "  Child's 
Gem,"  is  purchased  from  the  Sunday-school  Supply  Store,  and 
thus  our  co-operation  with  the  Sunday-school  Board  is,  I 
think,  larger  and  more  practical  than  that  of  any  other  Sun- 
day-school in  the  State. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  D.  JOYNER,  Secretary. 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  December  31,  1884. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


Mr.  Eugene  G.  Harrell,  Superintendent: 

Dear  Brother  :  Your  Librarian  regrets  to  report  that 
very  little  has  been  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  Library  during 
the  past  year.  The  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Library, 
consisting  of  brethren  Jordan  Womble,  Jr.,  T.  H.  Briggs,  Jr. 
and  J.  C.  Marcom,  assisted  by  the  Librarian,  met,  and  after  a 
very  thorough  examination,  found  a  great  many  books  which 
they  judged  unsuitable  for  a  Sunday-school  library.  Those 
books  were  immediately  rejected,  leaving  only  a  small  number 
of  good  library  books  on  hand. 

I  would  most  respectfully  recommend  that  a  committee  be 
appointed  to  secure  funds  as  early  as  possible  for  the  purchase 
of  new  books,  so  that  the  Library  may  become  a  benefit  to  the 
School,  as  it  should  be.  The  total  number  of  books  of  all 
kinds  now  on  hand  is  in  round  numbers  one  thousand. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

K.  W.  WEATHERS,  Librarian. 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  December  31,  1884. 
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REPORT  OF  INFANT  CLASS. 


To  Bro.  E.  G.  Harrell,  Superintendent: 

In  accordance  with  the  usual  custom,  and  at  your  request,  I 
herewith  present  to  you  a  report  of  the  Infant  Class  Depart- 
ment for  the  past  twelve  months. 

ROLL. 

We  had  enrolled  in  our  class  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Jan- 
uary, 1884,  the  names  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  scholars. 

NEW  SCHOLARS. 

We  have  enrolled  during  the  year  forty-four  new  scholars. 

GRADUATES. 

In  May,  1884,  we  graduated  from  our  department  eleven 
scholars. 

MOVED  AWAY. 

During  the  last  twelve  months  four  of  our  scholars  moved 
away. 

RECAPITULA  TION. 


Number  on  roll  January,  1884   151 

New  scholars  admitted,  1884   44 


Making  whole  number  for  the  year   195 

Graduates   11 

Moved  away   4  15 


Present  number  »   180 


being  a  net  increase  of  twenty-nine  during  the  year. 

For  the  number  of  papers  we  receive,  for  class  collections 
and  contributions,  we  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  as  those  officers  will  report  in  detail  all  such 
matters. 
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Again  do  we  joyfully  return  thanks  to  our  Heavenly  Father 
for  His  loving  kindness  and  tender  mercy  bestowed  upon  our 
class  during  another  twelve  months,  and  again  do  we  grate- 
fully acknowledge  the  protecting  care  of  the  tender  Shepherd 
over  the  little  lambs  of  our  fold.  The  angel  reaper,  Death, 
has  not  been  permitted  to  enter  our  fold,  and  we  know  that  no 
one  but  the  Good  Shepherd  could  have  kept  him  from  entering 
and  taking  away  some  of  our  precious  little  lambs. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  DODD,  SupL  Infant  Class. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


Bro.  Eugene  G.  Harrett,  Superintendent: 

I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  finances  of  the 
School  for  the  year  1884  : 

RECEIPTS. 

1884. 

January  1.    Balance  on  hand  $  49  06 

Amount  collected  for  Missions   53  94 

"      collected  from  classes   253  25 

"      paid  by  Presbyterian  Church  for 

use  of  Stereoptican   5  00 

"  collected  for  Yallence  St.  Mission,  107  40 
"      collected  for  Christmas  celebration,  102  20 


Total  receipts 


$570  85 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

1884. 

February  4.  By  paid  for  S.  S.  supplies,  John  E.  Ray..$  86  49 
4.  "  "  Bethlehem  Church  (donation),  10  00 
8.        "         "  Uzzell  &  Gatling,  printing 

Officers7  Reports  for  1883,    25  00 


April      3.       "         «  Goods,  Norris  &  Carter   4  77 

12.       «         "  "Kind  Words"...  .   50  00 

23.  "         "  Repairs,  Chas.  Coniber   2  00 

May      24.       "         "  Repairs,  John  Yarborough . . .  1  50 

24.  "         "  Repairs,  Isham  Fields   2  35 

June       4.       "         "  Pub.  res.  respect  to  N.  S.  Harp,  4  25 

5.       "         "  Goods,  Norris  &  Carter   4  99 

9.       "         "  Goods,  Mrs.  M.  A.  Hardie....  1  00 

July      10.       "         "  Repairs,  Fred.  A.  Watson....  8  50 

15.       "         "  Missions   53  94 

31.       "         "  Envelopes  (1,000),  Edwards, 

Broughton  &  Co   2  25 

October  11.       «         "  One  door-lock,  T.  H.  Briggs 

&  Sons   40 

Nov.     18.       "         "  Alfred  Williams  &  Co.,  song 

books,  &c   63  25 

Dec.       i.       "         "   Vallence  St.  Mission   107  40 

31.       "         "  Chas.  Cardwell  (Sexton)   48  00 

31.       "         «  Christmas  celebrations   71  95 

Balance  on  hand   22  81 


$570  85 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  P.  MAYXARJ),  Treasurer. 
Raleigh,  N.  C,  December  31,  1884. 

I  have  examined  the  books  and  accounts  of  Bro.  E.  P.  May- 
nard,  Treasurer,  and  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  I  found  every- 
thing correct  and  the  books  well  kept. 

P.  A.  CARTER,  Auditor. 

January  23,  1885. 
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INTERMEDIATE  DEPARTMENT. 


E.  G.  Harrell,  Superintendent: 

Dear  Bro.  :  We  herewith  present  annual  report  of  the  Inter- 
mediate Class  Department. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  just  closed  we  had  seventeen 
scholars  in  our  room — nine  girls  and  eight  boys.  The  custom 
has  been  to  retain  the  graduates  from  the  Infant  Class  only  one 
year  in  the  Intermediate  Department,  but  last  year  it  was  deemed 
advisable  by  the  officers  of  the  School  to  have  the  scholars  remain 
two  years  in  this  class,  so  on  the  first  Sunday  in  May  we 
received  eleven  graduates,  eight  girls  and  three  boys,  thus  making 
twenty-eight  names  on  our  roll.  Three  new  scholars  have  been 
received  during  the  year,  thus  making  a  total  of  thirty-one  schol- 
ars in  this  department.  Next  May  we  expect  to  have  about  seven- 
teen scholars  to  send  into  the  main  school,  being  those  who  have 
been  with  us  two  years.  There  have  been  no  deaths  nor  any  cases  of 
severe  illness  among  our  number,  for  which  we  are  grateful  to  our 
Lord.  The  attendance  and  behavior  has  been  good  and  the  inter- 
est in  the  lessons  very  commendable.  We  ask  the  prayers  of  all 
co-laborers,  that  great  good  may  come  to  the  Master's  cause  from 
our  work  in  this  department,  and  to  Him  shall  all  the  glory  be. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

T.  H.  BRIGGS,  Jr.,  AND  WIFE, 

Teachers. 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  December  31,  1884. 


irst  Baptist  Sunday-School 


Organisation  for  1885, 


OFFICERS  : 

Eugene  G.  Harrell  Superintendent. 

P  A  Carter   Assistant  Superintendent. 

B.  R.  Williamson.  Assistant  Superintendent. 

Joseph  D.  Joyner  Secretary. 

Samuel  B.  Norms  Assistant  Secretary. 

K.  W.  Weathers  librarian. 

Hubert  Koyster  Assistant  Librarian. 

Sherwood  Higgs  ....Assistant  Librarian. 

::::::::::::i=Treasure, 
 want  Treasure, 

W.  J.  Peele  Auditor. 

TEACHERS: 

J.  H.  Alford,  J-  0.  Marcom, 

Mrs.  Jno.  D.  Eriggs,  Henry  Rorton, 

Miss  Emma  J.  Dowell,  Jordan  Womble,  Jr., 

Mrs.  D.  H.  Browder,  W.  W.  Holden, 

Miss  Fannie  Heck,  J»hn  a;  mmpson, 

C.  W.  Carter,  £■  M>,Al^EI\'TT vv 

J.  B.  Jordan,  Mrs.  G.  M.  Allen, 

Mrs.  Anna  Justice. 

PRIMARY  DEPARTMENT: 

W.  H.  Dodd,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Dodd,  C.  W.  Newcomb. 

INTERMEDIATE  DEPARTMENT: 
Thos.  H.  Briggs,  Jr.,  Mrs.  T.  H.  Briggs,  Jr. 

VISITOR'S  CLASS: 

Jno.  E.  Kay, 

Mrs.  Lizzie  McCullen,  Organist,        C  W.  N^^^"8^ 
Miss  Annie  Michols,  Miss  Maggie  Horton, 

»    Tf^vf  Simpson  Miss  Lena  Horner, 

«    MoNllie  Dunn?  '  M™  Annie  Simpson, 

«    Hattie  Woodell,  Miss  Evvie  Ellis, 

u    MipvP^HAM  J.  D.  Joyner, 

"    ¥™j£Zt'  K-  W .Wu.«W. 

"    Lula  Ellis,  .  S. 

"    Janet  Andrews,  ^-  u  •  OAJTr,oip_R 

«    Cobrie  Harris,  George  B  Carter, 

«    Dixie  Davis,  J.R.Carter, 
Julian  B.  Timberlake. 


